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EDISON - 'I'.v.. huceoil spills in Edison 

(his year •- lotaling iii'M-rllum 102,000gal­
lons - occurred when pits at Hie Kin-Buc 
dump collapsed, a federal spokesman said 
yesterday. ; 

Tiie first spill, in which 100,000 gallons of 
oil leached into Ihc Raritan River by way 
of creeks and ditches behind the landfill, 
look place on Jan. 1H, Environmental Pro­
tection Agency official Mike Polilo said. 

The second spill on April 30 dumped 
2.000 gallons of oil into the river through 
Mill Brook, lie added. 

The grand total of 102.000 gallons makes 
Etlisun the second-worst oil spill area in 
the New York Harbor vicinity this year, 
according lo statistics released by llie 
Coast Cuard this week. The only city thai 
lops Edison is Brooklyn, where a 2.5 mil­
lion gallon spill occurred during an explo­
sion and lire al the lliishy Terminals in 
January. > , • 

The Kin-Hue landfill, which has been 
making daily headlines lliis-summer, is 
now only allowed lo accept solid waste 
from industry. It is the only dump in the 
slate thai may lake hazardous industrial 
wastes, and had been accepting GO million 
gallons uf liquid chemical wasles per 
year. • 

The latidfiil operation may be closed 
down, dcjii'iidi'ig on tin; outcome of a hear­
ing now being conducted by the slate Do-
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parlmcnl of Environmental .Protection 
and (ho Board of Public Utility. The hear- -
ing has been adjourned until September, 
when air. water and land pollution charges 
will be heard.. .: 

Yesterday, the federal environmental 
expert (who is based in Edison) said tlic_ 
January oil spill is what got the action 
against Kin-Buc started. 

" I received a call about an oil spill da-'' 
maging wildlife around Die marsh area," 
Polito said. "We went out-to investigate, 
and found that the side walls of oil pits in 
the landfill had collapsed." Thousands of . 
gallons of oil had poured out, he said. 

There's really no way to estimate the 
overall extent of (he spill, Polito added.. 
The total tally of 102JJ00 gallons he'came 
up with is jusl the amount that reached the 
river, the EPA inspector said. Much more 
may remain in dilehes. creeks and oilier 
underground tributaries. . .'• .. 

"When these materials leach out, we 
ean'l always find the actual route," lie ex­
plained. ' •. 

After (he January spill, llie EPA official 
said, lie started looking inlo the loUil Kin-
Hue operation: "Wo looked al Iheir oilier 
permits and (his gol Ihc slate involved,'! 

' lie said. ' • 
"Polilo said lie did a chemical laboratory 

analysis of the January and April spills lo 
make sin e they were oil. .. ' 
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Shortly afler the township ordered tl 

landfill gates closed early last month I 
violation of a rccenlly enacted code wh'n 
limited the fill area's height at 85-fcct. tl 
facility's managers won a stay on the on 
nance. . • 

A DEP order revoking the landfill's re 
lstration for state statute violatioi 
prompted a joint DEP and Public Utilii 
Commission (PUC) hearing which was r 
ccntly continued to Sept. 20 in Newark. 

O'Neill told the audience, which inclui 
ed many Meadow Road residents, that th 
Middlesex County Board of Freeholder 
had directed its counsel to seek preventic 
Of further DEP approvals for Kin-Buc cs 
pansion. A (50.000 contribution was als 
pledged, he said, for a joint county-indus 
trios study on hazardous waste manage 
mont.. 

Critical of DEP, O'Neill said th 
agency's "Inaction and Inabilities led t 
Ihc emerging conflict" between' Ediso 
and industries. The administrator agree 
with both Froude and local resident Fran 
Burke who commented (hat DEP's mnjo 
problem is funding. 

A projected ?2 million in collcclci 
dumping fees to be received by a proposci 
statewide solid waste management pro 
grarh could be viewed optimistically ant 
pessimistically. O'Neill said. "For tin 
first lime we may have enough money l< 
do a decent solid waste job," lie said, bu 
"how much will filter down to the counlie 
remains to be seen." 
• lie was skeptical of Ihc stale's potentki 
handling of the program saying " l l i r 
have not been very elfectivc so far." Ar 
advocate of llie county planning program 
he wondered whether his job would nvolvt 
"fighting tooth and nail" for some of tin. 
additional money. 

The county, he continued, Is currently 
planning lo have some solid waste facility 
under construction by 1970 with a project­
ed opening in 1980 lo I 'M. The Intent, lie 
stated..is toiiavc 80 per cent of the waslc 
emerge as energy or material after trcal-
inenl while only 20 per ccnl would be rcsi-

By NANCY CHERRY 
• '. News Tribune staff writer 

EDISON — A concerted 'and impas­
sioned letter-writing campaign, .aimed at. 
securing Gov. Brendan Byrne's signature * 
on a bill to regulate disposal of chemical 
wastes, was urged last night at a meeting 
of the Citizens Committee to Close Kin- . 

. Buc. 
The legislation which Is currently await­

ing Byrne's approval is Senate Bill 1493. 
Sponsored by Sen, Bernard Dwyer and As­
semblyman John Froude, both D-Mlddlo-
sex, the proposed law would regulate the 
disposal of hazardous and chemical 
wastes, bulk liquids and pesticides. 

The measure would effectively close the' 
Kin-Buc, Inc., landfill site here on Mead­
ow Road to the dumping of toxic chemical, 
wasles and could halt expansion plans. ' 

"We've got on the governor's desk what 
we think is a solution," Froude told some 
50 persons gathered at the township U- : 

brary on Plainficld Avenue. The meeting 
was chaired by Councilwoman Dorothy-
Drwal.. 

. Both the assemblyman and Theodore 
O'Neill, Middlesex County's Solid Waste 
Management program administrator, said 
llie bill prohibits, after Jan. 1, any solidT* 
waste facility located within 1,000 yards of 
a flood hazardous area from accepting 
hazardous chcmjcnl or liquid wastes. 
""Any other facility which accepts such 
natcrials must maintain a list of matcrl-
ils received, install monitoring wells and 
Iclivcr lab analyses of well samples to Ihc 
Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) every'.three monlh,s. . 

^ l n addition, no facility will be permitted 
lo accept such.materials after March 1, 
1980, unless It has installed a DEP-ap-
proved leachatc control system. . 

The Kin-Buc landfill Is the largest of Its 
kind in the stale and the only one licensed 
lo dispose, of hazardous wastes. Located 
on the lower Raritan River, the silo is ad-» 
Jacerit lo the Farringlon Sands acquifer. a 
ground water source for many.municipal 


